






However, this leads to a small risk that, when fully loaded with people watching an event from 
behind the viewing platform, the slab could move downwards until it ‘settles’ back onto the brick 
wall, a drop of about 40mm.   
 
You commented that following the current Swanage Green Seafront Consultation, and as part of the 
works that are planned to commence in autumn 2026, the gun emplacement will be removed, 
together with the concrete slab that we were inspecting.  Any works to support the slab will 
therefore only be needed in the short term.  For this reason, I proposed that the subsoil beneath the 
corner of the slab be levelled off, parallel to the underside of the slab, so that the corner of the slab 
can be ‘propped’ using a stack of three or four concrete blocks laid flat set out to enable some slate 
packing to then be wedged in tight along the top of the blocks to provide a continuous support to 
the corner of the slab.  Any loose and soft topsoil material should be dug out and then the new 
excavation can be levelled off with an almost dry bed of sand and cement onto which the three or 
four concrete blocks can be dry laid, finishing with the slate packing.  If the depth does not 
accommodate dry laid 100mm thick blocks, then a row of offcuts from a 65mm thick x 100mm wide 
PC lintel could be combined with the blockwork to suit the height required. 
 
Following this ‘propping’ of the outer corner of the concrete slab, it should be fairly easy to monitor 
the level of the top of the slab against the white paint to the rear of the gun emplacement, so that 
the board covering over the current gap beneath the slab need not be regularly removed  -  perhaps 
annually in September as visitor numbers and events reduce. 
 
I trust that this email is a sufficient response to your email and our visit, but if there are any 
questions or you require more detailed information, then please let me know.  
 
Thank you 
 
Martin Kennedy 
 
Consultant Structural Engineer for Roger Locke Consulting 
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