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Environment Committee Wednesday February 1st 2023 Item 6b)

Northbrook Copse and St Marks Playing Field

Action 3.4 of the Environmental Action Plan (Jan 2023) states ‘Identify two further sites to be
enhanced by Sustainable Swanage’. This report identifies the two sites for environmental
enhancement and proposes some ideas that might be developed. For both sites the work will
be undertaken by STC and Sustainable Swanage working in partnership.

Northbrook Copse

Northbrook Copse is a small area located in the northern part of Swanage between D’ Urberville
Drive and Cauldron Barn Road. A relatively small and sectet place, it provides a valuable
amenity for wildlife and residents amongst the urban landscape.

It is proposed that the following actions are undertaken:

e Increase awareness of the site

Undertake wildlife surveys

Produce a Management Plan

Develop a site specific tree strategy

Install signage to provide information about the Copse

Identify and highlight any notable species of plants/trees

s Consider enhancing habitats for wildlife based upon survey results

St Mark’s Playing Field

The playing fields were acquired by the Town Council in July 2021 and are now open to the
public. A range of options exist with regards as to how the area could be developed for the
future to meet the needs of the community. To that end it is proposed that an event is held on
the site on Monday 1% May which is the May Day bank holiday. Swanage Town Council will
work with Sustainable Swanage to develop this event which will be an opportunity to engage
with local people and capture ideas around the future of the site both in terms of community
use and environmental improvements. These ideas can then be developed into a proposal for a
future Environmental Committee.

For decision
That Councillors approve the proposals set out in this paper.

Culvin Milmer
Visitor Services and Business Development Manager
January 2023



Environment Committee Wednesday February 1% 2023 Item 6¢)

Peveril Point and the Downs Local Nature Reserve

An original action within the Environmental Action Plan was to develop the Downs as a Local
Nature Reserve. Councillors will be aware that this action was completed towards the end of
2022, when the ‘Peveril Point and the Downs Local Nature Reserve’ was formally approved
by Natural England. Sustainable Swanage, and in particular Sarah Spurling, should be thanked
for the work they have done to ensure this designation was a success.

The Town Council will formally open the site in an official launch ceremony on Saturday 15"
April 2023. This will be a great opportunity to showcase the area as an important location for
both wildlife and the community.

Work has been ongoing to understand the history of the area and many old photos have been
identified showing the range of uses on the site over time. Plans for the launch event are being
developed and it is anticipated will include guided walks, displays of old photographs and
postcards of the site, information on the wildlife and plants that can be found along with stalls
by partner organisations and catering. This event will also give an opportunity for those who
are interested to express their interest in forming a Friends of Peveril Point and the Downs
Local Nature Reserve Group.

Further consideration is also being given to a summer event displaying the postcards and old
photographs of the area and encouraging residents and visitors to attend.

The launch event will also be the opportunity to view the new information boards that are to
be installed on key access points to the nature reserve. Four relatively discrete boards will be
installed, and each board will focus on one of the following subjects as they relate to the Local
Nature Reserve. These are geology, wildlife, history and a detailed map.

Decision required:
That Councillors note the proposals set out in this paper.

Culvin Milmer
Visitor Services and Business Development Manager

January 2023



Environment Committee Wednesday February 1% 2023 Item 8)
Climate Crisis Awareness Training for staff and councillors

Action 1.5 of the Environmental Action Plan (Jan 2023) states ‘Provide climate crisis training
for all STC staff and councillors.” This was originally considered during the pandemic but
councillors were keen that this would take the form of face to face training. In addition, the
terms of reference for this committee calls for the provision of training for its members.

While a large number of courses exist, many of these are based on e-learning, which councillors
have previously indicated that they do not feel would be appropriate on this occasion.

A number of options have been identified as indicated below.
Leeson House, Dorset Council, bespoke course

During the pandemic discussions were held with Leeson House, Dorset Council’s Outdoor
Education Centre in Langton Matravers. At the time they were considering developing a
bespoke one-day course which would provide a global overview of the crisis and then link the
impacts directly to Purbeck. The cost for this would be in the region of £1,500 to £2,000. Due
to the number of staff and councillors it can be assumed that the course will take two days to
run.

Carbon Literacy Project, bespoke course

Provides an accredited course alongside tools and resources which enable organisations
themselves to write a course for their staff, while embedding the learning within the
organisation. This seems a very interesting approach but would take up quite a bit of time and
resource and would require access to a suitable trainer. Costs vary depending on approach and
type of accreditation but a figure of £2,000 should be assumed for the organisation. Councillors
may wish to undertake this course themselves which can be done as part of an 8-hour e-learning
package at a cost of around £40.

Appoint an independent training provider

Councillors may wish to appoint a specialist in the field to undertake the course, which is
unlikely to be be-spoke to the area, but should benefit from very high quality trainers. Costs
would vary but can be assumed to be between £1,500 to £2,000 for two days.

Generally, it is felt that further work is required to ensure that the most appropriate course is
identified. The training of all staff and councillors is a significant commitment. However, there

is sufficient funding in the 2022-23 budgets to take this forward.

Decision required:
That Councillors delegate the decision to officers to identify a suitable course.

Culvin Milmer
Visitor Services and Business Development Manager

January 2023



