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Introduc�on to site. 

This small area of 0.479 ha woodland is owned and managed by Swanage Town Council and is 
managed as a public greenspace. It is part of a network of Greenspaces in the Town of Swanage. It 
sits within the North Swanage urban area and is sited between D’urberville Drive and Cauldron Barn 
Road. (see map Appendix 1). The area of woodland pre-dates the 1970’s housing estate and appears 
on old maps from the middle of the 20th century (Appendix 2). The area forms the southern end of a 
19th century field parcel, with the current woodland shape forming part of this historic boundary 
today (Appendix 3). The underlying geology is Wealden clays and sands and has a couple of ditches 
running through it, some areas of the site are very wet. The site has no designa�ons and is not in a 
conserva�on area. There is a well-made hogging path going through the site from east to west, this is 
a public footpath (SE3/95). There are no gates or s�les at entry points.  

The present wood is made up of a mix of around 20 different tree and shrub species of varying age 
with prominent mature oaks scatered throughout, some of these are over 100 years old. These 
species are joined by numerous woodland plants with a total in excess of 75 species of herbaceous 
plants and grasses having been recorded. These plants along with deadwood and wet habitats all 
support a range of bird, insect, fungi, lichen and animal life, and is a real oasis amidst the urban 
environment.  

Ecological Surveys  

A survey was carried out by a previous staff member although date of this is not known. Repeat 
surveys were carried out in 2023 in prepara�on for this report. See appendix 4 for species list. 

Management summary 

Aims of management are to ensure con�nuous tree cover with trees of varying ages of 
predominantly na�ve species and to provide a range of habitats naturally found in woodland. 
Management includes leaving deadwood for fungi and invertebrates and controlling invasive garden 
species such as three-cornered leek which le� unchecked would out compete na�ve flora. 



 
 
Management Recommenda�ons include: 

• Retain deadwood incl felled trees to a safe and appropriate height to retain standing 
deadwood. 

• Plant new Quercus robur to be next genera�on, there are several significant oaks present. 
• Repeat a walkover wildflower survey in following season to add species lists. 
• Record buterflies, birds and other wildlife using ci�zen science. 
• Control invasive non-na�ve species  
• Install bird/bat/bug boxes due to lack of mature trees hos�ng these features. 
• Review drainage of the site as it is currently underwater in some areas. 

 

Recommendation 
 

Who  Area  Rationale Time-scale 

Control Three- 
cornered leek  

Swanage 
Town 
Council staff 

Eastern edge This is a non- native 
garden escapee 
and is colonising 
the eastern edge. 
Left unchecked it 
will greatly impact 
on native flora. 

Winter  

Plant several new 
Quercus robur  

Swanage 
Town 
Council 

Throughout, 
where gaps 
arise from ash 
dying. 

To provide next 
generation of oaks 
as existing trees are 
mature. 

Winter 2024/25 

Install several bird 
boxes/bat boxes 

Swanage 
Town 
Council 

Scattered  Lack of mature 
trees hosting these 
features. To add 
more habitats. 
 

 

Record insects, 
birds, butterflies 
and other wildlife 
using site. 

Public 
(citizen 
science), 
Swanage 
Town 
Council  

Throughout  Ongoing  

Prevent 
encroachment onto 
footpath of ground 
vegetation  

Swanage 
Town 
Council 

Along footpath   ongoing 

 

Tree management  

Addi�onal work may be required for tree safety management. Refer to exis�ng Swanage Town 
Council tree policy and tree surveys for this site.  



Northbrook Copse Location
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Y: 79691 © Crown copyright and database rights 2023 OS AC0000830671. Use of this data is subject to terms and conditions. 



Northbrook Copse Location
OS Map 1937-1961

Date: 04/12/2023

X: 402332
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Northbrook Copse Location
OS Historic Map 1888 -1913
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