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Northbrook cemetery is a non-active cemetery of 0.765 ha located beside the railway line in Swanage 
and is owned and managed by Swanage Town Council. The cemetery boundary comprises Purbeck Stone 
gate piers and walls and a letter dated 5th April 1885 shows an agreement made between the Burial 
Board and Timothy Farwell builder for the erection of the boundary wall.   Records show that the two 
sets of iron gates on the eastern boundary weighing approximately 1.250 tonnes were removed from 
the cemetery and donated to the war effort by Swanage Urban District Council in 1942.  An image of 
one set of the gates can be seen in the picture of Northbrook Lane c.1895 – Lock Coll as shown in 
Appendix A. The first burial took place in January 1856 and the cemetery was closed in 1936. This is 
with the exception of burials in pre-purchased plots.  

Appendix B shows an Ordnance Survey Map of the cemetery dated 1888-1913.  

The Dorset History Centre holds a Register of Graves within the cemetery along with Minute books, 
Account Ledgers, Title Deeds and Swanage Burial Board Administration documents from 1854-1983. 
Northbrook Cemetery Registers of Graves. (dorsetcouncil.gov.uk)   

The cemetery contains 29 Commonwealth War Graves. The Imperial War Museum holds a record of 
those interred in Commonwealth War Graves within the cemetery in World War I  Community: 
Swanage (Northbrook) Cemetery | Lives of the First World War (iwm.org.uk) Ernest Herbert Pitcher 
1887-1946  is interred within the cemetery. On 8th August 1917 he was wounded in action and awarded 

https://archive-catalogue.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/records/BB-SW/3
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/community/3322
https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/community/3322


the Victoria Cross. The following particulars are given in the London Gazette of 30th October, 1917 : 
"P.O. Pitcher was selected by the crew of a gun of one of H.M. Ships to receive the Victoria Cross under 
Rule 13 of the Royal Warrant dated 29th January, 1856." The action fought by this ship has been 
described as the greatest action of any "Q" boat against a submarine, fought by a ship's company of 
heroes." 

The cemetery has separate sections for consecrated and unconcentrated graves. Extensive data and 
photographs of Northbrook Cemetery including the Northbrook Cemetery Burial Index 1856-2008, 
cemetery plans and transcriptions of memorial dedications can be found at Swanage OPC 
(opcdorset.org) 

John Mowlem (1788-1868) is interred within the cemetery within a Grade II listed spire vault. The 
stone came from Guernsey, and this granite pyramid was erected by "H Bissel, Vale, Guernsey".  The 
plinth is in Purbeck stone. Images below show an early picture (date unknown) of the Mowlem Vault 
and a current image.  

 

 

https://www.opcdorset.org/suegar/Swanage%20OPC.htm
https://www.opcdorset.org/suegar/Swanage%20OPC.htm


 

There are four access points to the cemetery comprising two stone gates piers and two metal gates. 
The two stone piers are linked with two tarmac paths, one running along the southeast wall and one 
running through the middle of the cemetery.   Access to the cemetery through the metal gates can 
be made on grass paths.  

Ecological Surveys  

Northbrook cemetery is an important site for wildlife. A past survey (date unknown) 
recorded 5 types of ferns, 22 types of grasses and sedges, 18 types of trees and 94 
herbaceous plants (see Appendix C).  The cemetery provides a habitat for many species of 
butterfly, birds, and slow worms.  

Management Plan  

Northbrook cemetery is managed to support wildlife. The grasses and plants are allowed to 
grow during spring and summer and are then cut and collected in late autumn. Ant hills are 
levelled but only those that can cause damage to graves or present a trip hazard. Brambles 
and self-seeded trees are removed to maintain the appearance of the cemetery. Ivy is 
routinely removed from perimeter walls to prevent damage to the stonework.  

Commonwealth War Graves and the grass paths that connect them to the main path are 
regularly cut and maintained in accordance with the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission specification for maintenance.  

The area is inspected regularly, litter picked, and monument testing is undertaken as per 
programme (minimum once every five years).   

Trees 

All tree stock is managed in accordance with the Council’s Tree Policy, adopted 2022. Species 
include ash, lime, evergreen oak, yew, and Corsican pine. The Monterey Cypress (cypressus 
macrocarpa) within the cemetery stands as the largest tree with a height of approximately 
20metres.  It is estimated to be around 150 years old.    

The yew trees within the cemetery include two impressive sized trees Irish yews, thought to 
be a mutant form derived from the familiar common yew. This species was first discovered in 
Ireland in 18th century. 

 

 



APPENDIX A : Northbrook Lane, c.1895 

 



APPENDIX B : Northbrook Cemetery OS Map 1888-1913 



APPENDIX C : Northbrook Cemetery Plant List
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