Special Council Meeting - 20" May 2026 Agenda Item 3)

To consider the independence of the internal auditor and to confirm there is no conflict of interest
with the external auditor.

In October 2023 the Council reappointed Darkin-Miller Limited t/a Darkin Miller — Chartered
Accountants to provide internal audit services for a 3 year plus one plus one period.

A requirement of the external audit is affirmation of the independence of the internal auditor.
Although this is not a statutory requirement it is noted as good practice, as per Sections 4.9 -
4.11: Independence within the SAPPP Practitioners’ Guide. The review of the independence
of the internal auditor should be considered on an annual basis with regard to personal,
financial and professional independence.

As part of the Intermediate Level review, the external auditor, BDO LLP, also requires
confirmation each year that there are no conflicts of interest with the aforementioned auditor
and the authority must complete and submit the attached form.

Decision required:

e To confirm the independence of the Internal auditor.
e To confirm that there are no conflicts of interest with the external auditor, BDO LLP.



CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITH BDO LLP

To be completed annually and minuted at a meeting of the smaller authority.

Name of Smaller
Authority

| confirm that there are no conflicts of interest with BDO LLP.

| confirm the following conflicts of interest (please detail below):

This was confirmed and minuted at the following meeting:

Date of Meeting Minute Reference

Signed (Clerk/RFO)

Print Name

Signed (Chair)

Print Name
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