
SWANAGE  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Dr Martin Ayres 

Town Clerk 

Town Hall 

SWANAGE 

Dorset 

BH19 2NZ 

 18th November 2025 

    Dear Councillor 

Local Government Act 1972 

You are summoned to attend an Extraordinary Meeting of the Swanage Town Council to 

be held at THE TOWN HALL, HIGH STREET, SWANAGE on MONDAY, 

24th NOVEMBER 2025 at 7.00 p.m. for the purpose of transacting the business mentioned in the 

Agenda. 

Yours sincerely 

Cllr M Bonfield 

Town Mayor 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE NOTE:  15 MINUTES OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION TIME WILL BE  

HELD AT 7.00 P.M. PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF  

THE MEETING. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To all Members of the Council 

A G E N D A 

1. To report apologies (if any) received from Members for inability to attend the

Meeting. 

2.      Declarations of Interest and consideration of requests for Grants of

     Dispensations (Councillors are reminded of their obligations to declare their  

     interests in accordance with Section 9 and Appendix B of the Council’s Code of 

     Conduct). 

3. Dorset Local Plan and Local Transport Plan – To agree response to public

consultations for submission to Dorset Council.         (Briefing note enclosed). 

4.      Items of Information and Matters for Forthcoming Agendas.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Extraordinary Council Meeting - 24th November 2025 Item 3) 

Dorset Council Local Plan Options Consultation 2025 and Draft Local Transport Plan 

2026-2041 – To agree response to public consultations for submission to Dorset Council

Dorset Council issued its latest proposals in respect of a new Dorset Local Plan and Local 

Transport Plan in August 2025, following an earlier round of consultation in early 2021. The 

matter was raised at the meeting of the Planning and Consultation Committee held in 

September at which a Task and Finish Group was formed to review the consultation documents 

and prepare draft responses, which are set out overleaf.  

The draft responses have been informed by discussion at a meeting of the Task and Finish 

Group held on 6th October. They will be the subject of further consideration by members of the 

Task and Finish Group prior to the Council Meeting on Monday 24th November. 

The draft response to the Dorset Local Plan covers a range of topics including the following 

matters: housing targets, affordable housing, traffic congestion, infrastructure and public 

services, the use of viability assessments, the proposed ‘flexible settlement’ policy and 

protecting employment sites. 

Unlike the Town Council’s response to the last round of consultation in 2021, it does not 

provide a definitive opinion on whether specific sites should or should not be allocated for 

development in the Dorset Local Plan. This is because the Town Council is currently at a critical 

stage of preparing the Swanage Neighbourhood Plan, which it is currently anticipated will 

allocate development sites within Swanage. If the Town Council were to express a clear opinion 

either in favour or against the development of any specific site through the Dorset Local Plan 

consultation, then this could prejudice the Neighbourhood Plan site selection process. In 

particular, at the examination stage the examiner could question whether site allocations were 

pre-determined rather than evidence based. 

Under the most recent timetable for the draft Neighbourhood Plan, public consultation will take 

place in early 2026, including on the proposed residential site allocations. Whatever sites are 

included could subsequently be withdrawn depending on the matters raised through the public 

consultation process. Once the plan has been approved at examination it can only be adopted 

following the endorsement of a majority of electors partaking in a referendum. 

The draft response to the Local Transport Plan also covers key matters including improving 

rural accessibility and addressing isolation in Swanage and Purbeck, enhancing sustainable 

visitor and tourism transport, expanding active travel and connectivity between villages and 

key sites, protection of the natural environment, and prioritisation of funding and delivery of 

targeted local transport improvements. 

Action required 

To consider the draft response to the Dorset Local Plan and agree any amendments prior to 

approving it for submission to Dorset Council. 



To consider the draft response to the Local Transport Plan and agree any amendments prior to 

approving it for submission to Dorset Council. 

Niki Clark - Planning and Community Engagement Manager 

Martin Ayres - Town Clerk 

November 2025 



Draft Response – Dorset Council Local Plan Options Consultation 2025 

Swanage Town Council supports the preparation of a Dorset Local Plan 
but emphasises that it must be realistic and deliverable.  

The government’s target for Dorset of 3,246 dwellings per annum (over 
50,000 homes during the 17-year Local Plan period) is unrealistic and 
undeliverable. Historic data shows Dorset’s housing delivery averages 
around 1,300 homes per year, reflecting what the market can sustainably 
build and sell. Even with an increase in affordable housing, delivery would 
remain well below government targets. 

A Plan based on unachievable housing numbers risks failing the Housing 
Delivery Test, leading to developer-led planning and the loss of local control. 

The Plan must be appropriate to Dorset communities’ housing needs, whilst 
also respecting our environment and heritage. 

The Plan should therefore be based on local evidence, focusing on 
sustainable, achievable growth, and prioritising community-led social and 
affordable housing to meet genuine local need. 

The Town Council is concerned that no engagement was undertaken with 
local Parish and Town Councils to help inform or shape the proposals for the 
draft Plan. 

2.2 Strategic Priorities 

2.2.1 Provide affordable and high-quality homes 

The Plan sets no target for how many new homes will be affordable. There 
should be clear, area-specific targets, and some development sites could be 
dedicated entirely to affordable housing. Rigorous affordable-housing 
targets are essential. 

2.2.5 Responding to the climate and nature emergency 

It is unclear how the proposed Plan can ‘halt nature’s decline’ in Swanage 
while allocating sizeable greenfield sites for development within an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty/National Landscape. This policy appears 
contradictory. 

3.2 Strategy for Dorset 

3.2.2. The Town Council strongly disagrees with the statement that the 
influence of Bournemouth and Poole is weaker in areas such as Blandford 
and Swanage. Many residents rely on Bournemouth and Poole for 



employment opportunities, major hospitals, and larger shopping centres. 
After age 16, young people depend on Bournemouth, Poole, and Weymouth 
for further and higher education, apprenticeships, and jobs that are not 
available locally in Purbeck. 

3.3.4 Traffic congestion on the A351 is already a major issue, particularly in 
the summer months. With no commuter rail services, public transport links 
between Swanage/Purbeck and the rest of Dorset are limited. The 
Sandbanks Ferry is often unreliable and unaffordable for many residents, 
including our young people, which also creates recruitment difficulties for 
local employers. 

The Town Council is particularly concerned about the Sandbanks Ferry Toll 
Application which has recently been approved, and which will significantly 
increase tolls. This is likely to adversely impact the local community and 
economy, and the environment, as it is anticipated to increase traffic on the 
A351/A35 due to more people opting to drive round, rather than use the ferry. 
The A351 is already one of the busiest roads in Dorset. 

Given these challenges, Swanage needs more local services and 
employment opportunities due to poor public transport connectivity. The 
Plan should clarify whether it aims to improve public transport or to expand 
local employment opportunities within Purbeck. 

3.7  Infrastructure Delivery 

The Town Council is concerned about whether future housing development 
can be supported by adequate public services. 

GP surgeries and health services in Swanage are already overstretched, and 
no new provision is proposed. NHS dentistry, including emergency services, 
is in crisis nationally, and Swanage urgently requires improved or additional 
dental services. The town also needs enhanced Dorset Police services and 
coverage.  

The local medical practice estimates that an additional 1,000 patients could 
require extra GP sessions, but recruitment of GPs and key staff is 
constrained by the lack of affordable housing in Purbeck. Wessex Water has 
confirmed that the existing sewage treatment plant is operating at capacity 
and would require improvements, with upgrades not planned until 2030. 

There are further concerns about sewage discharge into Swanage Bay during 
heavy rainfall, which risks harming water quality and could negatively affect 
the town’s Blue Flag and Seaside Award, especially if housing numbers 
increase as proposed. 



4.2 Local Housing Need and Delivery 

4.2.2 Local Housing Needs Assessment 

The recent Housing Needs Assessment commissioned by the Swanage 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group shows that Swanage does not need 
more market-led housing but urgently needs truly affordable, community-
led or social housing for local residents. 

The Plan should include an affordable and social housing allocation policy 
prioritising local people. The Local Needs Housing Assessment (HNA) is due 
to be refreshed before the Plan’s submission. What methodology will the 
new HNA use, and how will it affect allocations for social and affordable 
housing in Swanage? Local housing should be driven by local need. 

4.4 Meeting Housing Needs of Specific Groups 

4.4.4 Viability Assessments – 'We will be seeking to secure the maximum 
viable number of affordable homes on market led housing sites where 10 or 
more homes are proposed.  The minimum number of new affordable homes 
per site will be informed by an assessment of development viability'.    

The Town Council has serious concerns regarding the use of Viability 
Assessments to determine affordable housing provision. Previous 
developments in Swanage have seen affordable homes reduced or removed 
due to ‘viability,’ demonstrating that this method is unlikely to deliver 
sufficient affordable housing in the town. If the 300+ new homes planned for 
Swanage are predominantly market-led, the town will remain in the same 
position regarding the shortage of truly affordable and social housing, as 
seen with the outline application for the former Harrow House site and the 
approved application for the former St Mary’s RC Primary School site. 

Dorset Council needs stronger policies to ensure developers deliver on 
commitments to affordable housing, including truly affordable and social 
homes, particularly alongside commercial developments. Where necessary, 
enforcement measures should be applied to guarantee delivery. 

5. Flexible Settlements Policy

5.2 Swanage Town Council strongly opposes Dorset Council’s proposal to 
remove settlement boundaries under a so-called ‘flexible settlements 
policy.’ The suggested safeguards, limiting developments to 30 houses and 
excluding communities with up-to-date Neighbourhood Plans which 
provide for development, are insufficient. Settlement boundaries have long 



protected communities from sprawl, and their removal would make 
Swanage more vulnerable to speculative development. 

Swanage lies entirely within the National Landscape and contains Special 
Sites of Scientific Interest. Flexible boundaries would put sensitive habitats 
at risk, harm the town’s natural appeal, and could negatively impact tourism 
and the local economy. This approach is not appropriate for Swanage and 
could effectively ‘open the floodgates’ to developers. 

The Council wishes to see these boundaries continue in Swanage. 

If Dorset Council were to fail the Housing Delivery Test and lose local control 
under the government’s ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development,’ 
removing settlement boundaries could lead to developer-led growth. This 
would allow developers to select sites across Dorset without regard for 
impacts on local communities, the environment, or heritage. 

5.8. Approach to countryside development and urban intensification 

5.8.2 ‘There may however be exceptional circumstances where 
development in the countryside could be supported.’ 

Swanage urgently needs affordable and social housing, and consideration 
should be given to allowing affordable-housing-only sites within these 
flexible boundaries. 

6. Employment Strategy

6.5 Mixed use development 

Mixed-use proposals should not be determined solely by the size of the 
development. Smaller developments may also need to be mixed depending 
on local requirements, particularly in rural towns and larger villages. In 
Swanage, Commercial Road provides an example, and the former Town 
Council Depot, and the Kings Court Business Centre, in Kings Road West 
could also be developed as mixed-use sites. 

Office space is sadly lacking in Swanage – more, affordable spaces are 
needed for small businesses and could also be provided through this type 
of development. 

6.6. Protecting employment sites 

The Town Council wishes to retain and protect all existing employment sites 
in Swanage to safeguard current and future local jobs. It strongly opposes 
any policy allowing change of use to non-employment purposes. 



7. Town centre development

7.2 Managing town centre development 

The Town Council agrees with this approach. Swanage ‘High Street’/town 
centre has a thriving local retail sector, and careful management will be 
needed to protect and support these businesses. 

Concerns have been raised that the existing retail offering in the town centre 
by the larger food stores is inadequate and expensive for local people (there 
are pockets of deprivation in the town). The impact of not providing an 
adequate shopping experience in the town is that a sizeable number of local 
residents regularly drive out of town to shop, therefore driving the local 
economy down, and adding to the traffic and environmental issues affecting 
the already congested A351. This would be exacerbated by the residents of 
the proposed new homes in the planned settlement extension. 

Appendix A: Opportunity sites for housing – Pages 405 to 417 

Swanage 

Swanage Town Council wishes to express its disappointment and concern 
regarding the lack of engagement with local Town and Parish Councils prior 
to the launch of this consultation. Local knowledge and early dialogue would 
have helped shape the plan more effectively and would likely have prevented 
the inclusion of several inappropriate potential development sites, some of 
which have since been withdrawn from the consultation by Dorset Council 
(DC). 

In Swanage, the Town Council is particularly concerned that an area of 
designated Village Green land (LA/SWAN/005) has been included as a 
potential opportunity site. In addition, Swanage Farm (land north of 
Washpond Lane and west of Darkie Lane, LA/SWAN/018) has now been 
removed from consideration by DC following representation from the 
landowner, who had not been consulted prior to its inclusion.  

As DC is aware, community engagement on the proposals for the Swanage 
Neighbourhood Plan was being undertaken at the same time as DC’s Local 
Plan Options (LPO) and Local Transport Plan (LTP) consultations. DC was 
unable to share details of the Swanage development site options prior to the 
launch of the LPO consultation. Consequently, the Swanage 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group agreed not to consult on the potential 
development sites it had identified at that stage, to avoid public confusion. 
The Steering Group considers it essential to first review feedback from the 



LPO consultation before determining next steps and formulating its own 
approach to site selection.  

Given this process, the following comments on specific sites are in the 
format of outline remarks only because the Town Council is intending to 
make site allocations for Swanage through the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Therefore, at this stage it cannot pre-judge the allocations process that will 
be followed by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

LA/SWAN/002 & 007 - Land north and west of Prospect Allotments 

It is noted that this site was previously included, and subsequently 
withdrawn, from the 2021 Local Plan consultation. Clarification is requested 
on what has changed and the reasons for its reinstatement in the current 
consultation. 

This is a greenfield site in open countryside, outside of the settlement 
boundary, situated within the National Landscape and close to a Special 
Site of Scientific Interest, National Trust land, and the Purbeck Heaths 
National Nature Reserve. Public rights of way also cross the site. 

Reference is made to Paragraph 190 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework regarding major development in sensitive designated 
landscapes. The policy states that permission should be refused for major 
development within National Parks, the Broads, and other national 
landscapes unless exceptional circumstances exist and the proposal is 
demonstrably in the public interest. The threshold for demonstrating 
‘exceptional circumstances’ is intentionally high, requiring significantly 
compelling justification due to the high level of protection afforded to these 
landscapes. 

Further concerns are held that land adjacent to this proposed site is the 
subject of a ‘live’ planning application for a new Suitable Area of Natural 
Greenspace (SANG) in relation to the proposed development at Harrow 
House: Planning application: P/FUL/2024/03005  

LA/SWAN/005 - Land north of High Street 

The Town Council strongly objects to the housing development proposed on 
land north of High Street. This land forms part of the Herston Village Green, 
which was formally registered by Dorset County Council in July 2017. As a 
registered Village Green, it protects the rights of the local community to use 
the land for lawful pastimes and recreational activities.  

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=406022


Advice received from the Open Spaces Society confirms that Village Greens 
are protected from encroachment and development under Section 12 of the 
Inclosure Act 1857 and Section 29 of the Commons Act 1876. The only 
development permitted on a Village Green is that which enhances its use for 
sports and pastimes. On this basis, the Society advised that DC would be ill-
advised to accept the landowner’s proposal for housing on this site, and that 
doing so could call into question the soundness of the Local Plan. 

LA/SWAN/015 – Land to the west of Cauldron Barn Park 

The Town Council has concerns regarding the housing development 
proposed on land to the west of Cauldron Barn Park. This is a greenfield site 
in open countryside, outside of the settlement boundary, situated within the 
National Landscape and close to a Special Site of Scientific Interest, 
National Trust land, and the Purbeck Heaths National Nature Reserve. 

Reference is made to Paragraph 190 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework regarding major development in sensitive designated 
landscapes. The policy states that permission should be refused for major 
development within National Parks, the Broads, and other national 
landscapes unless exceptional circumstances exist and the proposal is 
demonstrably in the public interest. The threshold for demonstrating 
‘exceptional circumstances’ is intentionally high, requiring significantly 
compelling justification due to the high level of protection afforded to these 
landscapes. 

Further concerns are held regarding the lack of access to this land, and 
whether the landowner has been consulted.  

LA/SWAN/016 - Purbeck View School 

The Town Council recognises the development potential of this site for up to 
50 residential dwellings. Any allocation or future application should be 
supported by a robust assessment of key planning considerations, including: 

• Design and layout – high-quality design, appropriate density,
respecting local character 

• Access and highways – safe and suitable access for all users,
transport assessment addressing traffic impacts 

• Genuinely affordable housing – prioritising local need
• Environmental and amenity impacts
• Infrastructure capacity



LA/SWAN/017 - Harrow House 

There is currently an outline planning application with DC for up to 93 
dwellings on this site, and the Town Council is aware that a revised 
application for up to 83 dwellings has recently been submitted, although this 
has not yet been considered. However, the LPO consultation states that the 
site has potential for 50 new dwellings. Clarification is requested on how this 
reduced figure has been calculated, and on what basis it differs from the 
capacities proposed in the live planning application. 

The Council’s detailed comments on this site and the associated planning 
application can be found on the planning portal: Planning application: 
P/OUT/2024/03253 

The Council has raised a number of fundamental objections to the proposed 
development, particularly the lack, or complete absence, of genuinely 
affordable housing, and has therefore strongly recommended refusal of the 
application in its formal representation. 

LA/SWAN/018 – Swanage Farm – land north of Washpond Lane & west of 
Darkie Lane 

Withdrawn from consultation by DC. 

Potential/additional sites for consideration/inclusion by Dorset Council 

Land at Washpond Lane/Ulwell Road 
Swanage Community Land Trust is in the process of acquiring this site from 
DC and intends to submit a planning application for a social housing 
scheme providing approximately 8-10 homes for local people. 

Former Swanage Town Council Depot, and adjoining Kings Court 
Business Centre, Kings Road West (DC owned sites) 
These sites present an opportunity for a mixed development incorporating 
community-led housing alongside commercial units. This aligns with 
Swanage Local Plan Policy KCD: Kings Court Depot Site. As noted in section 
6.5 above, there is a notable shortage of office and workspace provision for 
small businesses in Swanage. Redevelopment of this site could help meet 
that need by delivering flexible commercial space as part of a well-designed 
mixed-use scheme. 

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=406309
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=406309


Draft Local Transport Plan 2026-2041 

Swanage Town Council - Draft Consultation Response: Swanage & 
Purbeck Focus 

Swanage Town Council welcomes the ambition of the Joint Local Transport 
Plan (LTP) 2026–2041 to deliver a sustainable, accessible and inclusive 
transport network for Dorset and BCP. However, the plan would benefit from 
stronger and more explicit recognition of the needs and opportunities in the 
Swanage and wider Purbeck area. 

1.  Rural accessibility and isolation
The LTP rightly acknowledges (pages 21–23) that rural areas face limited 
public transport options and social isolation. The Isle of Purbeck, including 
Swanage, Wareham, Corfe Castle and surrounding villages (and the A351 
corridor), exemplifies this challenge. Residents and visitors alike face long 
journey times, seasonal congestion, and restricted choice.  

Existing public transport to and from Swanage/Purbeck is inadequate and 
does not meet the needs of local residents, workers, or visitors. Current 
provision falls short in terms of frequency, affordability, reliability, and 
accessibility, leaving many communities isolated and dependent on private 
vehicles. 

Key issues experienced by Purbeck communities include: 

• Passenger train service – there is no commuter train service to or
from Swanage, leaving the town without a key mode of reliable, fast, 
and sustainable transport, and limiting access to employment, 
education, and services elsewhere in the region. 

• Royal Bournemouth Hospital – travel to the hospital is challenging,
particularly for those who cannot or do not use the Sandbanks Ferry, 
and for individuals without access to a vehicle. Bus services are 
limited, indirect, and require changes. With major services moving 
from Poole Hospital to Royal Bournemouth Hospital in 2026, including 
the Emergency Department and maternity services, these 
shortcomings will significantly worsen access to healthcare. 
Additional services relocating to Dorchester and Christchurch 
Hospitals further increase travel difficulties.  

• Bournemouth Airport – reaching the airport by public transport is
extremely difficult. Options are limited, require multiple changes, and 
do not often align with common flight times. 



• Coach services – the recent withdrawal of National Express services
to and from Swanage removed a well-used link, particularly for travel 
to London and major airports. Passengers must now board services in 
Poole or Bournemouth, reducing accessibility and increasing travel 
time and cost. 

Given these issues, the final Local Transport Plan must include specific, 
targeted actions to improve rural mobility in Purbeck, not only general rural 
transport measures. Policy C3 (Improve access to education, training, 
employment, and leisure/visitor destinations p.45) commits to enhancing 
connections for poorly served communities. This commitment is directly 
relevant to Swanage and Purbeck villages and should be reflected through 
concrete, place-specific interventions, such as: 

• Increasing direct and frequent bus links to major employment,
healthcare, and transport hubs. 

• Exploring flexible or demand-responsive transport tailored to rural travel
patterns. 

• Restoring or replacing long-distance coach connectivity for Swanage.
Reviewing fare structures to ensure affordability for regular and 
essential travel. 

• Ensuring routes and timetables are integrated and coordinated,
minimising the need for multiple changes. 

Without these measures, Purbeck will remain poorly connected, and 
residents will continue to face significant barriers to accessing essential 
services, education, employment, and regional transport infrastructure. 

2.  Sustainable visitor and tourism transport
Policies C1 (p.36) and B3 (p.41) recognise the importance of improving 
access to green space and tourist destinations. However, Purbeck is not well 
represented in proposed bus improvements. 

Swanage and Purbeck attract large numbers of visitors to the Jurassic Coast, 
Durlston Country Park, and Studland, yet most still travel by car. The plan 
should commit to a package of sustainable travel routes and traffic 
management measures to encourage visitors to travel to, from, and around 
Purbeck without relying on private vehicles: 

• Enhance bus frequency and reliability on the A351 corridor (Wareham
– Corfe Castle – Swanage), including more frequent services to the
villages of Harmans Cross, Kingston, Worth Matravers, and Langton 
Matravers. 



• Support the Swanage – Wareham rail link and its integration with bus
services. 

• Develop seasonal park-and-ride or shuttle schemes to reduce
summer congestion. The existing park-and-ride at Norden is 
expensive and limited, as it is serviced by the Swanage Railway, a 
heritage visitor service. 

As highlighted in the engagement and issues sections, improved travel 
options are essential for tourism, leisure, freight, and commuter trips, as 
congestion currently impacts both the local economy and the environment. 

Traffic congestion on the A351 is already a major issue, especially during 
summer. Public transport links between Swanage/Purbeck and the rest of 
Dorset are limited, and there is no commuter rail service. The Sandbanks 
Ferry is often unreliable and expensive/unaffordable for many residents, 
including our young people, which also creates recruitment difficulties for 
local employers. 

The Town Council is concerned about the recently approved Sandbanks 
Ferry Toll application, which will significantly increase tolls. This is likely to 
adversely impact the local community and economy, and the environment, 
as it is anticipated to increase traffic on the A351/A35 due to more people 
opting to drive round, rather than use the ferry, worsening congestion. The 
A351 is already one of the busiest roads in Dorset. 

A further concern is that previously, buses could jump the queue to maintain 
schedules, but this no longer happens (buses now having to queue with ferry 
traffic which backs up quite severely at times), causing delays for 
commuters and students who use the bus service to get to work and 
college/university. 

Given these challenges, Swanage needs more local services and 
employment opportunities to reduce reliance on long commutes. Both the 
Dorset Local Plan and the Local Transport Plan should clarify whether their 
priority is to improve public transport or to expand local employment within 
Purbeck. 

3.  Active travel and connectivity
The LTP’s commitment to expanding walking, wheeling, and cycling routes 
(p.9, 32) should prioritise rural coastal corridors, including the Purbeck 
Trailway and ensure safe cycle/footpath connections between villages and 
key visitor sites. Investment in active travel will not only improve health and 
wellbeing but also reduce emissions and support local economies. 



(Engagement feedback (p.21) showed strong support for expansion of these 
routes, representing a clear opportunity to advocate for the development of 
Purbeck Active Travel routes.)  

In Swanage town centre, enhancements to walking routes and overall 
accessibility are required to reduce parking pressure and congestion and 
encourage the use of car parks located on the edges of the town. These 
measures would improve the visitor experience, support local businesses, 
and promote sustainable travel choices. 

4.  Protecting the natural environment
Policy A4 (p. 30) commits to a ‘nature-positive’ approach. This is particularly 
crucial in Purbeck, which lies within a designated National Landscape and a 
World Heritage Site. All transport investment in the area must respect and 
enhance biodiversity, landscape quality, and tranquillity, ensuring that 
transport improvements do not compromise the unique environmental and 
cultural value of the region. Sustainable transport solutions, sensitive 
design, and careful route planning should be mandatory considerations for 
all projects in Purbeck. 

5.  Funding and delivery
Section p.62 notes that delivery of transport improvements will rely on 
funding bids, such as the Active Travel Fund and the Bus Service 
Improvement Plan. The Town Council requests that Purbeck corridor 
schemes, including the A351, Swanage-Wareham bus services, and cycling 
links, be prioritised for inclusion in future funding bids. Securing investment 
for these targeted projects is essential to improve connectivity, support 
sustainable travel, and meet the needs of residents and visitors in Purbeck. 

In summary 

The LTP provides a strong strategic framework, but it should more explicitly 
include Purbeck-specific delivery priorities, which are currently lacking. This 
includes improved bus and rail services and enhanced active travel 
connections along the A351 corridor, ensuring that rural communities and 
visitors benefit equally from a cleaner, fairer transport future. 

In conclusion 

While the LTP sets a solid strategic foundation, it risks under-representing 
one of Dorset’s most transport-challenged areas. By embedding clear 
commitments for Purbeck and Swanage, including better rural bus and rail 
services, strengthened active travel links, and sustainable visitor transport 



options, the final plan can ensure that the Isle of Purbeck fully contributes 
to Dorset’s decarbonisation and accessibility goals, while protecting its 
unique natural environment. 

Summary of points most relevant to Swanage and Purbeck 

Theme  Key Relevance to Swanage and Purbeck 

Rural accessibility   Recognised as a major issue; highlights the need for 
and isolation  improved links between villages and towns. 
Public transport   Calls for more reliable, affordable rural bus and rail 

 services to reduce isolation. 

Tourism and leisure Policy B3 supports sustainable visitor transport to 
access          destinations such as the Jurassic Coast and  

  Purbeck landscapes. 

Active travel   Expansion of walking and cycling routes to connect 
  countryside, heritage sites, and villages - Purbeck  
  corridor is ideal for development. 

Environmental   Policy A4 commits to ‘nature-positive’ design in 
protection  protected landscapes, critical for Purbeck and 

  Swanage within the National Landscape, World 
  Heritage Site, and Jurassic Coast. 

Digital connectivity Recognised as essential to reducing travel demand 
  in rural Dorset, supporting Purbeck residents’  
  access to services. 

Funding   Opportunity to prioritise the A351 corridor and  
  Swanage to/from Wareham public transport in LTP 
 delivery funding. 
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